Chronotopography of the social uprising in Chile

‘It is not about 30 pesos, it is about 30 vyears’
October 10, 2019 — October 1383, 2021

There are many underlying reasons behind the
social uprising in Chile on October 18", 2019, but
no one can tell exactly why it happened on that
date in particular and not earlier.

This chronotopography not only shows the events
that have taken place in Chile since October 18,
2019, but also their connection to the country’s
sociopolitical past, which unfolds the complexity of
the underlying processes and the points of
For two years now, Chilean citizens have taken to connection to German history.
the streets to demand the protection of their
human and fundamental rights. Currently there is a
Constitutional Convention that is starting to write a

new constitution.

A contribution of
Lai Guim and David Maulen.

October 21, 1980

Health: The new constitution promotes

private healthcare as a business and 1997

consumer good, to the detriment of the President Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle privatises

public healthcare system. 1982 the tap water supply and sells it to foreign

Economic crisis, several banks go bankrupt, companies that take control over it. This is

unemployment skyrockets. the continuation of a long privatisation
process of the national companies and the

country’s natural resources since the end
of the 1970s.

A private health insurance system called

ISAPRE with compulsory monthly

contributions is created. Public health centres 1983

are transferred from the Health Ministry to Many nationwide protests end up with

Municipalities. The state subsidises the casualties and injured people. Some of the

private healthcare system. main political leaders, who opposed the 1997

dictatorship, agree with Pinochet to keep The World Health Organisation (WHO) warns 2016

the 1980 constitution, and take part in the that 51% of the Chilean population suffer According to the World Bank, Chile is the

1989 and 1990 elections. from mental disorders. seventh country in the world with the worst
per capita income distribution.

October 18, 2019
In Chile begins a social outburst against the
government and the economic model of the

Notwithstanding the unequal distribution, last decades.

the average annual income is USD 25,800
per capita in 2018, according to the Central
1990 Bank of Chile.

After losing the elections, Pinochet leaves
the presidency with a 40% poverty rate in
the country. ‘

Pinochet remains General-in-Chief of the

Army. Later, he becomes Senator for life in 2016

the new Congress —previously closed for 17 The Organisation for Economic Cooperation
years—, which has eight senators appointed and Development (OECD) states that only 2%
by him in 1990. of Chileans understand written information.

October 21, 1980

The new constitution privatises the pension
system, excluding the military and the
police forces.

At the intersection of two of the main avenues in
Santiago, the word dignidad (dignity) is written
everywhere. Shortly after, Chileans begin to call this
square Plaza Dignidad (Dignity Square). From November

A decree determining that the state will no
longer create companies and that it will only
1975 give subsidies to private entities brings the

During the dictatorship in Chile, headed by national industry to an end.
General Augusto Pinochet, the Chilean
economic model changes into an extreme
“neoliberal” model. The new economic
model is developed by a group of economists
from the Universidad Catdlica de Chile
(Catholic University of Chile) who had
studied Milton Friedman'’s ideas at the
University of Chicago since the 1950s.

18 to December 13, 2019, throughout symbolic ceremo-
nies performed by the demonstrators, the square was
publicly renamed.

October 25, 2020

Referendum to approve or reject the
replacement of the 1980's constitution and
decide the mechanism to elect the citizens'
representatives who will draft the new
constitution takes place. 78,27 % of the voters
casted their ballots for the “approve” option.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic sanitary
restrictions, voter turnout was 50,9%. There
is no mandatory voting in Chile.

October 21, 1980
Credit market and loans administered by the Housing: The new constitution establishes a
private sector are consolidated, and credit

card use begins.
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October 21, 1980
Dictator Augusto
Pinochet enacts a new

1968 Constitution for Chile.
During the educational reform of President Eduardo

Frei Montalva, university students cause a great national
reform. Between 1968 and 1971, ideas from the
national movement of “progressive education”
reappear in proposals made by professors who had
discussed the possible and new “consolidated” and
“unified” schools.

October 18 - 28, 2019
The government declares a state of emergency for the
first time since the military dictatorship.

system whereby the state provides subsidies
to private companies to build housing solutions.

October 19, 2019 - October 1, 2021
A curfew is imposed.
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In six days, more than
10,000 people have
participated in
self-convened popular
assemblies.
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October 18, 2021
The drafting of the
proposal for a new
constitution officially
begins after a process
of public consultation,
discussion and approval
of the regulations.

September 11, 1973
The Army, Navy, Air
Force, and Carabineros
de Chile (Chilean police)
carry out a coup and
establish a dictatorship.

October 21, 2019
President Sebastian
Pifera appears on
television saying
"we are at war."

May 15 and 16, 2021
The members of the
Constitutional
Convention are chosen
by direct vote.

60 days after

the internal approval

of the final draft written
by the Constitutional
Convention, a referen-
dum to approve or reject
the new constitution will
take place.

O

For the first time in
history, gender parity
and a minimum of 10% of
indigenous members are
secured in the allocation
of seats.

October 21, 1980 1989

From this moment on, Augusto Pinochet is forced by a referendum
it is permitted to do to resign from the presidency he had planned
business with all types to hold for another eight years. He

of educational services, promulgates a law concerning education
including universities and (Ley Organica Constitucional de Ensefianza)
schools. Any person with to prevent future governments from changing
a high school diploma the educational model developed under

and some start-up capital his dictatorship.

solely, can open a school

May - June, 1997 2006 2011
Nationwide demonstrations of university Long-lasting and Chilean people
students. nationwide demonstrate nationwide,
demonstrations by demanding the end of
high school students profit in the educational
against the Chilean system, the beginning of
economic and political the debate on the return
model occur. of free education, and
the end of state
subsidies to banks to

October 16, 2019

In a television interview,
the CEO of the subway
company called Metro
downplays the impact of
the protests, declaring:
"Cabros esto no
prendid" ("Guys, this
didn't work").

Eight years later, in 2006, the Universidad de
Chile (University of Chile) is the only educational
institution to enact a new statute established
by a new university council. This council is
composed of representatives of professors,
students and non-academic university

with financial support by employees. This statute is restored, as much prevent them from using
the state. as possible, to its definition prior to 1980. these as interest-bearing
1971 loans for students.
President Salvador Allende suggests the possibility Under this new statute, the Universidad de

of holding a Constituent Assembly. Chile is established as an autonomous legal

entity under public law and as a public

institution of higher education with legal

status, its own assets, and full academic,

economic and administrative autonomy. The

Universidad de Chile is dedicated to providing

higher education, carrying out research,

developing and promoting the social and

natural sciences, the arts and techniques;

serving the country in a global cultural context.

October 25, 2019
Despite heavy police
repression, more than
1.3 million people
participated in a
demonstration in
Plaza Dignidad.

November 15, 2019
President Sebastian
Pifera, with an approval
rating of 6%, calls upon
most of the leaders of
traditional political
parties. An agreement
is reached to call for

a referendum to either
approve or reject the
replacement of the

1980's constitution.

Nine to ten months
after July 4, 2021

the Constitutional
Convention must
approve a draft with a
minimum of two thirds of
its members supporting
the proposal.

July 4, 2021

The Constitutional
Convention meets in the
former National
Congress Building, used
until the military coup
d'état in September
1973. The agreement of
November 2019 did not
allow the body to be
called Constituent
Assembly.

October 21, 1980
Education: The new
Constitution guarantees
educational “freedom”.
However, education is
privatized and
transformed into a
consumer good to which
the law of supply and
demand applies with
limited legal regulation.
Thus, access to quality
education ceased to be
a social right.

October 21, 1980
Public high schools are
no longer administered
by the Ministry of
Education, but are
transferred to the
municipalities. Public
universities are required
to self-finance and are
divided into small
independent regional
universities that compete

in the market. ‘

October 14, 2019

In response to a CLP $30
(about €0,03) increase

in the subway fare in
Santiago, high school
students call for a

nationwide fare evasion
on public transportation.

1927 to 1928

President Carlos Ibanez, Alessandri’s rival, calls upon
the professors of the national movement of
"proggressive education” to introduce these changes
in the entire Chilean educational system, starting by the
end of 1928. The teaching of national art changes and

a new educational program is created, a “first year of
trial”, "beginning year” or “Vorkurs”, which is similar

to that of the new European constructivist schools,

but adapted to the Southamerican context.

Elisa Loncén, a mapuche
and representative of
these indigenous people,
PhD in Linguistics and
professor at the
Universidad de Santiago
de Chile (University of
Santiago), is elected
President of the
Constitutional
Convention.

November 25, 2019
The Chilean collective Las Tesis from Valparaiso,
consisting of Paula Cometa, Daffne Valdés, Sibila

October, 1928 and January, 1929
Sotomayor, and Lea Céceres perform Un violador en

The national educational reform of “proggressive 1925

education” is violently interrupted. The “first year of
trial” of the new national Art School of 1928 is erased
from the history of Chilean art; nothing is published
about it until 1984.

March 1925

Municipal Theatre of Santiago. A Constituent Assembly
of workers, students, and intellectuals is held. The
Chilean “progressive education” movement proposes

a national educational reform drafted by Normal School

teachers and the Chilean union labor (Federacion
obrera de Chile) between 1920 and 1924.

October 18, 2021

For the first time in Chilean history, a Constitutional
Convention composed of members elected by the
citizens starts to draft a new constitution. The closest
reference for this instance is the Constituent Assembly
of 1925, with its proposal of a national educational
reform.

An important connecting point:

The fact that people chose to use the Municipal Theatre
of Santiago de Chile instead of the Congress building
reminds us of the Constituent Assembly of the Weimar
Republic, which took place in the National Theatre.

The Chilean proposal for an educational reform with
ideas from “proggressive education” and an emphasis
on applied arts, modern art and syncretism reminds us
of the creation of the Staatliches Bauhaus of Weimar.

President Arturo Alessan-
dri appoints a small
commission to draft the
new constitution, which
does not consider the
members elected in the
Constituent Assembly
from March, and promul-
gates his constitution
later that year. The teach-
ers of the national move-
ment of “proggressive
education” take to the
streets to protest until
1926, when Alessandri
accuses them of “wanting
to form a state within the
state”. The 1925 consti-
tution continues to be in
force until the 1973
military coup d'état.

1919

German National Theatre
of Weimar. Weimar
National Assembly.

The German Art School:
Staatliches Bauhaus of
Weimar is created under
the influence of the
internationalist
movement of
“progressive education”.

tu camino (A rapist on your way) for the first time. It is
an adaptation of the Chilean police slogan un amigo

en tu camino (a friend on your way). This performance
alludes, among other things, to the mistreatment of
women by the Chilean police. The impact of this
collective performance, reminiscent of the aesthetics

of the Russian group Pussy Riot, lasts until today.

In this anthem, the four members describe the
patriarchal society and different forms of oppression as
well as police actions that violate women’s human rights.

Immediately after the social uprising, thousands of
women feel represented by the anthem and carry out
their own versions of the performance in different parts
of the country. Later, women from other regions of the
world join in and interpret the anthem in different
languages to draw attention to the grievances of the
women'’s rights situation in their respective countries.




